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Under the Employment Relations Act 2000 

 
In the Employment Court                                       No:         /  
(Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch* Registry  (the reference number allocated 

   by the registry, i.e. EMPC/) 
   
 …………..…………………………………... 
  [State nature of claim] 
  
 Between   
   [full name] of  

 
   [address] 

     
   Plaintiff 

 (note: if more than one plaintiff, list them 
separately as 2nd plaintiff, 3rd plaintiff etc) 

 
 And   
   [full name] of  

 
   [address] 

   
    Defendant 

(note: if more than one defendant, list them 
separately as 2nd defendant, 3rd defendant 
etc) 

[Note please: the names of the parties should coincide with the names written on 
the determination of the Employment Relations Authority that is challenged] 
 
 
To the plaintiff 
 
And to the Registrar of the Employment Court 
 
 

Statement of defence 
 

[Specify, in consecutively numbered paragraphs, the particulars required by regulation 
20 of the Employment Court Regulations 2000.] 
 
[Here respond separately to everything claimed in the statement of claim that has 
been served upon the defendant. You must either admit or deny the allegations 



of fact in the statement of claim, but you do not have to plead to an allegation 
that does not affect you. If you deny an allegation of fact in the statement of claim 
you must not be evasive and points must be answered in substance. You must 
give particulars of time, place, amounts, names of persons, nature and dates of 
instruments, and other circumstances sufficient to inform the court, the plaintiff, 
and any other parties of the defendant's defence]. 
 
(Note: if you do not deny an allegation it will be treated as being admitted) 
 
 
1 ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2 …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3 …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
4 …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
(Continue with numbering if required) 
 
 
Signature of defendant: …………………………………. 

Date:  
 
This statement of defence is filed by  , whose  address  for  
service  is    and whose telephone 
number is   and whose fax number for service is       and 
whose document exchange box  number for service is   and whose e-mail address 
for service is   .1 

                                                             
 



[your name and address for service; it is also useful to include your phone 
number and email address if applicable] 
 

or 
 
This statement of defence is filed by   , on behalf of the above-
named defendant, whose  address  for  service  is     and 
whose telephone number is   and whose fax number for service is     
and whose document exchange box  number for service is     and 
whose e-mail address for service is   .1 
 
[name and address for service or a person who is filing the statement of claim on 
your behalf (lawyer, advocate or agent); it is also useful to include their phone 
number and email address if applicable] 
 
 

                                                             
1  Although a full postal address must always be supplied, the supply of a telephone number and the supply 
for service of any 1 or more of the following, namely, a fax number, a document exchange box number, or 
an e-mail address, are optional 


